
Panikhida
In an American Folk Style

H.D.J.B.



Brief Introduction and Directing Notes for Panikhida

These arrangements of the hymns of Panikhida are sometimes labeled “for” some
specific tone. Pieces that would be in the same tone in a typical set of Panikhida music all share
the same melody in this setting. While these melodies could be a kind of ground work in the
direction of a kind of American Octoechos, they do not come from a complete system of chant
and therefore are not themselves “tones.”

With regards to singing style, it should be sung reverently and as is fitting to the parish,
but it should be noted that this music is roughly in the lineage of Appalachian Ballads and
Sacred Harp. The choir should not be afraid of pronouncing syllables in a more American way.
‘R’s and diphthongs can be sung as they are spoken. If possible, these pieces should be sung
with a straight but full tone and more forward in the mouth.

As always, choir directors can edit, alter, or arrange the music as is needful and helpful.
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Sessional	Hymns	of	the	Departed
For	Tone	5

H.D.J.B.
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Canon	of	the	Departed

Clergy:	Glory	to	the	Father	and	to	the	Son	and	to	the	Holy	Spirit

Clergy:	Give	rest,	O	Lord,	to	the	soul	of	Thy	servant,	who	has	fallen	asleep

H.D.J.B.
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Clergy:	Glory	to	the	Father	and	to	the	Son	and	to	the	Holy	Spirit

Clergy:	Give	rest,	O	Lord,	to	the	soul	of	Thy	servant,	who	has	fallen	asleep
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Kontakion	and	Ikos

Clergy:	Give	rest,	O	Lord,	to	the	soul	of	Thy	servant,	who	has	fallen	asleep

Clergy:	We	bless	the	Father	and	the	Son	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	Lord
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